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DETAILED ACTION 
Notice of Amendment 

1 . In response to the amendment filed on 03/20/2007, the current rejections of the 
claim(s) 1-33 is/are withdrawn. The following new and reiterated grounds of rejection 
are set forth: 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 26 is objected to because of the following informalities: the positive 
recitation of "a plurality of discrete affixation points" in lines 1-2 appears to duplicate the 
"a plurality of discrete affixation points" structure of claim 25 and may render the claim 
indefinite. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-3, 5-6, 8-11, 13-14, 16-19, 21-22, 24-27, 29-30, and 32 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Golds (US 6,312,458 B1). 

5. For claims 1, 9, 17, and 25, Golds discloses an intracorporal medical device (5 
and 17), comprising: 

• an elongate shaft (12 and 18) having a proximal end (the right side of the shaft along 
the longitudinal axis 22 in Figures 3 and 4) and an opposing distal end (the left side 
of the shaft along the longitudinal axis 22 in Figures 3 and 4); 
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• a helically wound coil (2, 3, and 14) having a plurality of windings (4 and 15) forming 
a coil length (along directions 24, 26, and/or 28 as best seen in Figures 3-5) 
disposed about a portion of the distal end (as best seen in Figures 3 and 4); 

• a thermoplastic (column 6 lines 1-9) polymer sleeve (20) circumferentially disposed 
about a portion of the coil length (as best seen in Figures 3 and 4); and 

• a plurality of discrete affixation points (column 6 lines 25-52 and element 30) 
disposed along the coil length, wherein each discrete affixation point fixes the 
thermoplastic polymer sleeve to two or more coil windings (column 6 lines 9-67 and 
at least claims 6 and 16), wherein each discrete affixation point is separated from 
other discrete affixation points by areas where the polymer sleeve is not affixed to 
the coil (column 6 lines 9-67 and at least claims 6 and 16). 

6. For claims 2, 10, 18, and 26, Golds discloses an intracorporal medical device (5 
and 17), wherein the plurality of discrete affixation points includes 10 discrete affixation 
points disposed along the coil length (column 6 lines 9-67, at least claims 6 and 16, and 
Figures 3-5). 

7. For claims 3, 5, 11, 13, 19, 21, 27, and 29, Golds discloses an intracorporal 
medical device (5 and 17), wherein the plurality of discrete affixation points forms a non- 
uniform and/or uniform pattern along the coil length (column 6 lines 9-67 and at least 
claims 6 and 16). 

8. For claims 6, 14, 22, and 30, Golds discloses an intracorporal medical device (5 
and 17), wherein the discrete affixation point fixes 3 to 10 coil windings to the 
thermoplastic sleeve (column 6 lines 9-67, at least claims 6 and 16, and Figures 3-5). 
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9. For claims 7, 15, 23, and 31, Golds discloses an intracorporal medical device (5 
and 17), wherein each discrete affixation point is a discrete element aligned orthogonal 
to the windings (as best seen in Figures 5 and 6). 

10. For claims 8, 16, 24, and 32, Golds discloses an intracorporal medical device (5 
and 17), wherein each discrete affixation point is an element capable of having a width 
of 0.1 to 0.5 mm and a length of 0.1 to 0.3 mm (column 5 lines 59-67). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

12. Claims 4, 7, 12, 15, 20, 23, 28, 31, and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Golds. 

13. Golds discloses the claimed invention but does not explicitly disclose the plurality 
of discrete affixation points having a density of discrete affixation points per unit length 
that decreases from the proximal end to the distal end. It would have been an obvious 
matter of design choice to. a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the plurality of 
discrete affixation points along the length of an intracorporal medical device as taught 
by Golds with a density of discrete affixation points per unit length that decreases from 
the proximal end to the distal end, because Applicant has not disclosed that a density of 
discrete affixation points per unit length that decreases from the proximal end to the 
distal end provides an advantage, is used for a particular purpose, or solve a stated 
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problem. One of ordinary skill in the art, furthermore, would have expected Applicant's 
invention to perform equally well with the plurality of discrete affixation points along the 
length of an intracorporal medical device as taught by Golds, because it provides a 
means for configuring the flexibility along a longitudinal direction of the intracorporal 
medical device (column 3 lines 1-5 and column 6 lines 19-24) and since it appears to be 
an arbitrary design consideration which fails to patentably distinguish over Golds. 
Therefore, it would have been an obvious matter of design choice to modify Golds to 
obtain the invention as specified in the claim(s). 

Response to Arguments 
14. Applicant's arguments, see pages 9-10, filed 03/20/2007, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-33 under 103(a) over Richardson in view of Kaldany have been 
fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of 
newly found prior art reference(s) as explained and set forth above. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffrey G. Hoekstra whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7232. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Max F. Hindenburg can be reached on (571) 272-4726. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/J.H./ 

Jeff Hoekstra 
Examiner, Art Unit 3736 




